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ASSESSING SCHOOL HEALTH POLICIES
SABER - SYSTEMS APPROACH FOR SABER - SYSTEMS APPROACH FOR 

BETTER EDUCATION RESULTS



Strong policy 
frameworks 

and Institutions

Effective 
Implementation



Large exercise by the 
World Bank to benchmark 

education sub-systems

ystems
Approach 
Better

Comparative data and 
Knowledge on

Education Policies and 
Institutions

Better
Education
Results



SABER DOMAINS



COUNTRY SABER CONDUCTED

BANGLADESH ENG PRIVATE SECTOR

BUHTAN NO

CAMBODIA TEACHERS

CHINA WORKFORCE 

ETHIOPIA STUDENT ASSESSMENT 

INDIA NO

INDONESIA EARLY CHILDHOODINDONESIA EARLY CHILDHOOD

JAPAN NO

NEPAL ECCD – EPS – STUDENT 
ASSESSMENT 

PAKISTAN STUDENT ASSESSMENT

PHILIPPINES NO

TIMOR LESTE WORKFORCE

THAILAND SCHOOL AUTONOMY 



SCHOOL HEALTH POLICY GOALS

SCHOOL HEALTH RELATED POLICIES

SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

F
R
E

SKILLS-BASED EDUCATION

HEALTH & NUTRITION SERVICES

E
S
H



DEWORMING

Policies:

Coordination 
between 

ministries

School 
environment:

Sanitation stops 
infections

PILLAR I PILLAR II

Health and 
nutrition 
services:

Efficient 
deworming

Health 
education:

Teacher training

Healthy 
behaviors

PILLAR IV PILLAR III



School Health Policies

School health in 
national 

strategies 

Technical policy 
addresses all four 

FRESH Pillars



School Health Policies

Multisectoral 
approach

Coordination Coordination 
implementation

National budget –
Effective and timely 



School Health Policies

Situation analysis

M&EM&E

Gender



Safe learning environment 

Provision of safe water in schools

Provision of sanitation facilities 

Provision of sound school structures 
- accessibility and school safety

Psychosocial – Stigma – Violence –
Support



Skills-based Education

Provision of health, 
HIV, nutrition and 

hygiene information in 
curriculum 

Participatory 
approaches part of the 

curriculum 



Health and Nutrition Services

School-based delivery of 
health and nutrition services -
deworming, first aid, school 

feeding

School-based screening and 
referral to health systems -
Remedial services (e.g., 

refractive error, dental, etc.) -
Adolescent health services



• Conceptual 
framework

• Rubrics
• Develop 

• Data 
collection 

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

practices

framework
• Research 

good 
practices progress

• Develop 
metrics to 
measure 
progress

collection 
instruments



• Conceptual 
framework

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

practices

framework
• Research 

good 
practices





Conceptual Framework



• Conceptual 
framework

• Rubrics
• Develop 

• Data 
collection 

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

practices

framework
• Research 

good 
practices progress

• Develop 
metrics to 
measure 
progress

collection 
instruments



• Rubrics
• Develop 

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

progress

• Develop 
metrics to 
measure 
progress



Policy Lever Policy 
Option

Latent Emerging Established Cutting-
edge

Policy Goal 1: Health-related school policies

National level 
policy that 
addresses 
school health

School health 
included in 
national-level 
poverty 
reduction 
strategy or 
equivalent 

School health 
not yet 
included in 
national-level 
poverty 
reduction 
strategy or 

School health 
discussed by 
members 
and partners 
during 
preparation 
of PRSP but 

School health 
included in 
the PRSP or 
equivalent 
national 
policy

School health 
included in 
national-level 
poverty 
reduction 
strategy or 
equivalent equivalent 

national 
policy

strategy or 
equivalent 
national 
policy

of PRSP but 
not included 
in final PRSP

equivalent 
national 
policy, 
accompanied 
by targets 
and/or 
milestones 
set by the 
government



Measuring Progress

Very little policy implementationLatent

Policy implementation between the levels of 
latent and established

Emerging

Minimum policy implementationEstablished

Implementation of a comprehensive policy 
framework 

Advanced



• Conceptual 
framework

• Rubrics
• Develop 

• Data 
collection 

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

practices

framework
• Research 

good 
practices progress

• Develop 
metrics to 
measure 
progress

collection 
instruments



• Data 
collection 

KEY ELEMENTS OF SABER

collection 
instruments



Questionnaire



SABER-SH REPORT



Sri Lanka
2006
2010



SABER EXPECTED OUTPUTS 

Structured 
Identification 

Gaps 
Priorities

Evidence 
Base Action 

Plan and 
M&E

Stakeholder 
mobilisation

Stronger 
coordination



CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK SABER SCHOOL FEEDING

POLICY FRAMEWORKS

FINANCIAL CAPACITY

INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY & INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY & 
COORDINATION

DESIGN & IMPLEMENTATION

COMMUNITY ROLES





SCHOOL HEALTH M&ESCHOOL HEALTH M&E



FRESH 
THEMATIC 
INDICATORINDICATOR

S



FRESH TEMATIC INDICATORS



SCHOOL HEALTH and SDGsSCHOOL HEALTH and SDGs





education
MDG 2: Achieve universal primary 

education

Expanded access to primary education
Enrolment rate from 83% to 90%

As many as 250 million children cannot read and 
write after 4 years primary write after 4 years primary 

137 million first grade in 2011, 34 million  likely to 
leave

Progress in reducing the number of out-of-school 
children to a standstill



Primary School Net Enrolment/Attendance Ratio



MDG 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

MDG target on the proportion of people living in 
extreme poverty met

But 1.2 billion people still living in extreme poverty

Numbers of people going hungry remain 
disturbingly high— one in eight worldwide

One in six children under five underweight



MDG 6: COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND 
OTHER DISEASES

Have halted and began to reverse

HIV and Malaria not eradicated 



2016 – World Health Statistics - WHO



2016 – Neglected Tropical Diseases - CDC



Strategic Efforts on Health post-2015 era

Scale up care 

Intensify services and research 

Bold policies and supportive systems

Improve prevention



School as a Platform for Health 

Health equality

Life-cycle approach

Cost efficiency

Ease burden on weak health systems



DISPARITY HEALTH - EDUCATION

EDUCATION SECTOR HEALTH SECTOR

1,813 doctors
4102 nurses, health 

agents
Teachers 63,386

agents
Teachers 63,386

9,827 schools
1/250 students

1257 heath units
1/9604 pers







THANK YOU


